






Today, around 300 employees in 
20 countries ensure qualitative growth 
in an expanding market. More than 
1,400 wind turbines with a total capac-
ity of approximately two gigawatts have 
been installed to date. From the concep-
tion to the technical implementation, 

wpd offers all services as a tailor-made 
concept from a single source: ranging 
from the project development and fi-
nancing to the project controlling and 
the commercial and technical project 
management. And not just in Europe 
but also in growth markets such as Asia, 

America and Australia. This expertise 
enables wpd to generate high yields and 
long-term cash flow – the basis for the 
company’s A-rated creditworthiness and 
future viability. *

wpd think energy GmbH & Co. KG
wpd think energy GmbH & Co. KG is an international developer, financier and operator of projects  

in the field of renewable energy sources with a special focus on wind energy.  

The company, which was founded in 1996, has a 10 per cent share of the market  

and thus a leading position in Germany.

National projects
In Germany, wpd’s activities are co-
ordinated from six offices, with the 
headquarters in Bremen. wpd’s service 
portfolio ranges from site evaluations to 
the ongoing commercial and technical 
management of the wind farms. For en-
ergy suppliers and government tenders, 
the company therefore provides a part-
ner for the complete implementation of 
wind farm projects with regard to both 
the technical and economic aspects. An 
important pillar in the company’s value-
added chain is the operation of its own 
wind turbines. The company’s portfolio 
currently includes wind farms with a 
rated capacity of around 380 megawatts.

Worldwide commitment
In order to implement projects on the 
international markets, wpd has founded 
subsidiaries in Spain, France, Italy, 
Sweden, Finland, Great Britain, Eastern 
Europe, Canada, Latin America, Asia and 
Australia. In these markets, the company 
is positioning itself both as a developer 
of wind energy projects as well as a 
partner for investment banks and inter-
national investors.

Offshore commitment
wpd has opted for a long-term offshore 
strategy of developing both smaller 
projects near coastlines as well as large-
scale projects further out to sea. In ad-
dition, the company also draws up the 
respective financing concepts. With more 
than 8,000 megawatts in development 
in Germany, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, 
France, Italy and Spain, wpd is already 
one of Europe’s leading offshore develop-
ers.

Year of foundation 1996 Federal state Bremen

Address Christian Schnibbe Phone +49 (0)421 / 16866 - 10

Kurfürstenallee 23a Fax +49 (0)421 / 16866 - 66

28211 Bremen Email c.schnibbe@wpd.de

Germany Web address www.wpd.de

wpd think energy GmbH & Co. KG

* Euler Hermes Rating GmbH, December 2008

“In future, global power supplies will be unimaginable  

without renewable energy sources.”

Dr. Klaus Meier, CEO

Numerous multi-megawatt wind turbines are being installed offshore

The theoretical foundation for a project  
is laid during the planning phase

Technical management for ensuring on-site safety

Company history

Since it was founded by Dr. Gernot Blanke 
and Dr. Klaus Meier in 1996, wpd has steadily 
expanded and to date has installed more 
than 1,400 wind turbines with a total ca-
pacity of approximately 2 gigawatts. The 
company has also been internationally active 
since 2002 when it founded a subsidiary 
in Stockholm, and meanwhile it maintains 
numerous external offices and subsidiaries 
worldwide. Since 2005, wpd has also been 
implementing wind farms on the interna-
tional markets. In 2006, wpd took over the 
EnerSys company and appointed its Manag-
ing Director, Dr. Hartmut Brösamle, to the 
Board of Directors. Today the company em-
ploys around 300 staff in 20 countries.
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can also draw on the expertise we have 
acquired in planning and constructing 
large-scale infrastructure projects on 
land, such as for example land reclama-
tion projects for Airbus in Hamburg.
In the field of offshore wind energy 
we have been involved in more than 
50 projects to date. For example, we 
draw up approval procedure documenta-
tion in accordance with the BSH stan
dard for construction:
· � Design basis for foundation structures 

and transformer stations
· � Preliminary designs for offshore trans-

former platforms (deck structure and 
foundations)

IMS Ingenieurgesellschaft mbH
We are consulting engineers for offshore technology. We plan offshore wind farms and, amongst 

other things, draw up all technical documentation for our customers required for approval procedures 

according to the BSH standards. Our core business is the design, construction and measurement of 

foundation structures for offshore wind turbines and offshore transformer platforms.

Founded in 1972 under the name “Ing-
enieurgemeinschaft Meerestechnik 
und Seebau” (Engineering Company for 
Marine Technology and Construction), 
IMS has its roots in offshore technol-
ogy. For this reason, although offshore 
wind energy certainly represents a new 
challenge, we can draw on a wealth of 
experience in meeting this challenge 
that stretches back more than 30 years – 
experience that we are pleased to share 
with our customers.

Offshore wind farms with 80 or more 
wind turbines represent large-scale in-
frastructure projects. We advise our cus-
tomers in realising these projects and 

Turnover € 5 million

Year of foundation 1973

Number of employees 50

Address Stadtdeich 5, 20097 Hamburg, Germany

Federal state Hamburg

Phone +49 (0)40 / 32818 - 0

Fax +49 (0)40 / 32818 - 139

Email info@ims-ing.de

Web address www.ims-ing.de

IMS Ingenieurgesellschaft mbH 
planning and construction of wind turbines

· � Collision analyses for foundation struc-
tures for offshore wind turbines and 
transformer stations.

Our core business is the design, construc-
tion and measurement of foundation 
structures for offshore transformer plat-
forms. Here we carry out the complete 
project planning and structural design 
ready for implementation. This also in-
cludes drawing up tender documents.
A further focus of our work is planning 
and monitoring offshore installation 
work. For the particular demands of 
offshore wind farms we have also devel-
oped special equipment such as large-
scale jack-up platforms for constructing 
the farms.
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VDMA Power Systems – The association
VDMA Power Systems is the platform 
for manufacturers of fuel cells, gas and 
steam turbines, engine systems, hydro-
power systems and wind turbines. Its 
main task is to represent interests rela-
ting to energy policy. In the wind energy 
sector, the trade association, together 
with eight manufacturers at executive 
board level, determines the strategy, 
work schedule and energy policy posi-
tions. Issues such as grid integration, 
offshore wind energy and services are 
dealt with in working groups. The cur-
rent focus is on the debate between 
manufacturers and suppliers concerning 
market development and the increasing 
internationalisation of lobby work. Fur-
thermore, the trade association is the 
cooperation partner for the internatio-
nal trade fair Husum WindEnergy and 
the Wind lead event at the Hannover 
Messe Energy trade fair, which are held 
on consecutive years.

Opinion leader for renewable energies
With its offices in the heart of Berlin, the BWE 
maintains close contact with politicians, the media 
and other associations. In the ongoing legislative 
process, thankful politicians regularly call on the 
BWE’s expertise. BWE considers itself as the voice 
for wind energy and as the pacemaker for renew-
able energy policies.

An indispensable contribution here is made by the 
association’s own ‘new energy’ journal (“neue  
energie”). The magazine takes a critical look at the 
entire range of renewable energies, and even provides 
a global perspective with the English language 
edition of ‘new energy’. With almost 20,000 issues 
sold each month, ‘neue energie’ is the market leader 
in its segment in Europe.

VDMA Power Systems
For more than one hundred years, the German Engineering Federation (VDMA) represents a  

diverse range of industries from the capital goods sector. VDMA Power Systems is the information and 

communications platform for manufacturers of systems for generating electricity and heat from both 

conventional and renewable energy sources. It offers various forums for exchanging information  

on current issues affecting wind turbine manufacturers and the supply industry.

VDMA – The umbrella brand
The VDMA represents more than 3,000 
member companies and forms the largest 
industry network for the capital goods 
sector in Europe. Liaison offices in Brussels, 
China, India, Japan and Russia establish 
contacts with European and internatio-
nal organisations. Mechanical and plant 
engineering, with sales of more than 
200 billion euros and approximately one 
million employees is one of the largest 
industrial sectors and most important 
employers in Germany. More than 120 
manufacturers of wind turbines and 
components are member of VDMA.

The BWE concentrates expertise and experience 
from the entire sector. Thus the German Wind 
Energy Association is the first port of call for politi-
cians, business, science and the media.

Advantage through information
With its committees and working groups, the BWE 
offers its companies a unique platform to find out 
about the latest developments and to share expe-
rience with other companies. Here, any emerging 
problems flow directly into the work of the BWE 
Board. With its ‘new energy’ magazine (“neue ener-
gie”) and ‘WindNews’, BWE keeps its members up 
to date about the latest events and activities, politi-
cal trends and technical innovations.

Address Lyoner Straße 18, 60528 Frankfurt

Phone +49 (0)69-6603-1307

Fax +49 (0)69-6603-1715

Email ps@vdma.org

Capital office Unter den Linden 42, 10117 Berlin

Phone +49 (0)30-306946-21

Fax +49 (0)30-306946-20

Email johannes.schiel@vdma.org

Web address www.vdma.org/powersystems

VDMA Power Systems

Address Marienstraße 19-20, 10117 Berlin

Phone +49 (0)30 - 28482 - 106

Fax +49 (0)30 - 28482 - 107

Email info@wind-energie.de

Press info@wind-energie.de

Web address www.wind-energie.de

German Wind Energy Association

Wind Energy Suppliers working group 
The Wind Energy Supply Industry wor-
king group provides the network for 
representing the interests of the wind 
industry along the entire value-added 
chain from the wind turbine manufac-
tures to the supply operation. It offers 
companies a platform for bundling 
industry-relevant issues on behalf of 
the industry and representing these 
interests in lobbying authorities, legisla-
tors and the public. Depicting the total 
economic power of the wind industry is 
a prerequisite for this policy work. The 
dialogue between manufacturers and 
suppliers is crucial for ensuring that 
there is sufficient capacity to secure 
the industry’s rapid growth. Research 
groups enable discussions with the wind 
turbine manufacturers on topical issues 
such as drivetrains or offshore wind 
farm foundations and logistics.

German Wind Energy Association
A strong voice for wind energy
The German Wind Energy Association (BWE) is partner to 2,500 companies in the industry and 

represents around 20,000 members. Its members include wind turbine manufacturers, operators 

and planners as well as scientists, engineers, technicians, lawyers and wind energy promoters. 

Around 20,000 megawatts of the installed capacity in Germany is represented by the BWE. 

It is therefore the world’s largest association in the field of renewable energies. 

Main tasks

• � Bundling interests and networking
• � Representing national and  

European interests
• � Statistical and market forecasts 
• � Trade fair and public relations work
• � Representing technical interests  

and standardisation
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Solarpraxis AG
Engineering & practical expertise for 
renewable energies
Solarpraxis was formed by Karl-Heinz Remmers und Kay Neubert as a non-trading partnership  

in 1998. Within a few years, the small engineering office became one of the biggest consulting  

and service companies for renewable energies in Germany. Now, around 40 experts focus  

on the segments of Engineering, Conferences and Solarpraxis Publishers.

Sunbeam GmbH
Communications agency  
for renewables and energy efficiency
Is your business in renewables or energy efficiency? Sunbeam is your communications specialist for 

the German-language market. We have been working in the renewables field since 1998. 

Sunbeam can provide profound market insight, excellent contacts with the press, political decision-

makers and industry associations, and we have in-depth knowledge of the legislative environment 

surrounding the industry. As we work side-by-side with the engineers of the knowledge provider  

Solarpraxis, our parent company, the internal comprehensive know-how remains state of the art.

Engineering services have remained the core 
competence of Solarpraxis AG. The experts of the 
Engineering department plan solar systems for 
suppliers, wholesale firms and specialised craft 
businesses, undertake profitability studies, yield 
studies and forecasts, optimise systems and carry 
out acceptance tests and start-ups. 

More than 60 books, CD ROMs and loose-leaf 
collections are being published in nine languages 
by the books department of Solarpraxis Publishers, 
the focus being on renewable energies, energy effi-
ciency and environment. The »Technical journals« 
section publishes SOLARES BAUEN, solarBOULE-
VARD and the English-language B2B pv magazine.

The Conferences department has been organising 
conferences on the solar industry, network integra-
tion and heat pumps in Germany, Spain, Italy and 
the U.S.A. since 1998. These 2-day conferences 
focus on non-technical topics, such as marketing, 
finance, market development and sales. In 2000, 
Solarpraxis was converted into a public stock com-
pany (AG) and has been quoted since August 2006. 
In 2007, it acquired an interest in Sunbeam GmbH, 
which focuses on communications services for cus-
tomers in the renewable energies sector. In addition, 
Solarpraxis AG, together with Alfons W. Gentner 
Verlag GmbH & Co. KG, set up a joint publishing 
firm which publishes the photovoltaik technical 
journal. It also holds an interest in the Renewable 
Academy (RENAC) AG which offers training and fur-
ther education services in the renewable energies 
and energy efficiency sectors.

Turnover 3,38 Mio. Euro (2007) Federal state Berlin

Year of foundation 1998 Phone +49 (0)30 72 62 96 - 300

Number of employees 36 Fax +49 (0)30 72 62 96 - 309

Address Zinnowitzer Str. 1 Email info@solarpraxis.de

10115 Berlin Web address www.solarpraxis.de

SOLARPRAXIS AG

Address Zinnowitzer Straße 1, 10115 Berlin

Phone +49 (0)30 72 62 96 - 300

Fax +49 (0)30 72 62 96 - 309

Email info@sunbeam-berlin.de

Web address www.sunbeam-berlin.de

Year of foundation 1998

Turnover (2008) 1,5 Mio. Euro

Number of employees 20

Sunbeam GmbH

New Media
At Sunbeam, we have extensive exper-
tise in the conception, design and imple-
mentation of websites and on-line con-
tent databases. Sunbeam has in-depth 
experience of TYPO3, one of today’s 
leading open-source content manage-
ment systems. We specialize in website 
accessibility; in 2005, we won the BIENE 
award – Germany’s most prestigious 
award for barrier-free design.

Public Relations
We deliver high-quality communication 
and consultancy services for businesses 
and associations. Since our speciality is 
renewables, we can deliver our intimate 
knowledge of the industry to all commu-
nication levels. 
We understand the political processes 
in the renewable and energy-efficiency 
fields, both at a German and an EU level. 
Sunbeam has excellent contacts with 
the German parliament, ministries, 
industry associations, governmental 
agencies, NGOs and the press.

Communication Design
Your external image is one of the most vi-
tal factors in your company’s success. We 
develop corporate design and brand com-
munications, as well as clear and com-
prehensible printed products including 
business reports, catalogues and flyers.
Do you need to depict complexity in a 
simple way or make technical details 
understandable? Our infographics will 
take care of the swift overview. Our illus-
trations can open new perspectives and 
simplify even the most complex 
subjects.

Sunbeam is responsible  
for the concept, text, photo, 

illustrations and layout  
of this brochure.
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Sources and picture credits Important note

Images

Picture credits

p. 7
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p. 11 top
p. 11 bottom
p. 13
p. 15
p. 17
p. 19
p. 20
p. 21
p. 23
p. 25

GWEC
Sunbeam / Solarpraxis / VDMA Power Systems
GWEC
DEWI
WindEnergy Study 2008
KPMG analysis
BWE
Utilities, Developers, EER estimates
EWEA
BMU, DEWI, VDMA Power Systems
BMU
Bundesnetzagentur

Cover 
face f. l. t. r.
back f. l. t. r.
 
p. 6 top 
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p. 10 top
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p. 13 right 
p. 14
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p. 16 top
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p. 17
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p. 23
p. 24
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p. 38, 39

Gamesa, REpower Systems AG /caméléon, SIAG Wind
Vestas, Eickhoff, Bosch Rexroth
 
GE Energy
SIAG
REpower Systems AG / caméléon
Ingo Wagner / dpa
Vestas
Enercon
REpower Systems AG
SSB
Mahle
Siemens
Siemens
Deutsche WindGuard
Gamesa
Fraunhofer IWES
Deutsche WindGuard
REpower Systems AG / Jan Oelker
Miredi / Fotolia.com
SIAG
SSB
Vestas
Tom Pischell / Sunbeam GmbH
Maksym Gorpenyuk / Fotolia.com
Sven Hoppe / Fotolia.com
Tom Pischell / Sunbeam GmbH

All illustrations on page 28 to 117 originate 
from the respective companies or associations.

REpower Systems AG / Jan Oelker

This brochure, including all its parts, is copyright 
protected. Reproduction, amendments and any 
other use of the brochure or parts of the brochure 
other than purely for private purposes is forbid-
den without the prior consent of Sunbeam. In 
particular, this applies to reproductions/copies, 
translations, microfilming and storage in electronic 
systems.

An exception in this regard is the use of the content 
by press representatives and the media. This excep-
tion does not apply, however, to photographs.

The texts and illustrations in this brochure have 
been compiled with the greatest care and to the 
best of our knowledge. However, since errors can 
never be ruled out and the texts and illustrations 
may be subject to changes, we would like to point 
out the following:

Sunbeam accepts no liability for the timeliness, 
correctness, completeness or quality of the infor-
mation provided in this brochure. Sunbeam shall 
not be liable for damages of material or immaterial 
kind that result directly or indirectly from the use or 
non-use of the information provided and/or the use 
of incorrect or incomplete information insofar that 
no provably intentional or grossly negligent fault 
on the part of Sunbeam exists.

The respective companies themselves are solely re-
sponsible for the content of their company profiles.
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The wind industry in Germany
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The wind industry in Germany

The wind energy industry provides Germany with a worldwide leading industry of 

manufacturers, suppliers, operators and service providers that today already employs up to 

100,000 people.

This brochure informs about the capability of this high-tech industry and presents around 

forty companies: from emerging engineering offices to established plant constructors with 

several thousand employees.

With the support of VDMA Power Systems and the German Wind Energy Association (BWE).

Economic report 2009 




